[Two cases of re-expansion pulmonary edema].
A 62-year-old man and 26-year-old man with re-expansion pulmonary edema (RPE) after thoracic drainage as a treatment for pneumothorax are presented. Blood cell counting and biochemical serum analysis were performed throughout their treatment in both patients, and biochemical sputum analysis was in one patient. The results showed transient marked leukocytosis just after RPE. Total protein and albumin concentrations of sputum approximated to those of serum. The above results suggested that RPE is based on pulmonary microvascular injury, which may introduce leukocytosis.